       BERNERAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
COMHAIRLE COIMHEARSNACHD BHEARNARAIGH
MINUTES
28 October 2013
at
Berneray Community Hall
Present: Donald MacLean (Chair), Andrew Rodger (Vice), Fred MacLeod (Treasurer), John MacLean, Mary McCormick, Ian Hoyle (Clerk), one members of the public.
Apologies: Cllr Neil Beaton, Cllr U Robertson, PC Rose, Margaret Patterson,
	
	Description
	Responsibility
Initials

	1
	Minutes read and approved.
	

	2
	We are unhappy with the proposed location of the new school, and have written to the council to ask for a more central location to be considered.
	

	3
	Progress is being made to organise the training for rabbit gassing, but they need 10 people to attend,
	

	4
	The defibrillator is still ongoing. 
	

	5
	The water quality on Berneray has improved since the new pipes were installed, we await the results of the latest round of test.
	

	6
	We received a donation of £750 for the use of stone at the harbour to build a new drive way.
	

	7
	The social fund has been distributed to the Christmas dinner, The Evergreens and Nicky Spears gap year, to the tune of £100 each.
	

	8
	
	

	9
	We are awaiting suitable weather for the rabbit hunt.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


The next meeting is on Thursday 16th Jan 2014.
The location for new school for North Uist is proving to be a contentious issue in Berneray and Lochmaddy.

The Council’s preferred site is at Bayhead on the site of  the old school.

This site would appear to the cheapest option, as the council owns the site.

The other proposed sites proved to be unsuitable for various reasons.

Unfortunately Bayhead is not central to North Uist and represents a long drive over the slowest roads for the residents of Berneray and Lochmaddy.
It is felt that if the school where to be sited at Bayhead this would represent a considerable disincentive for new families to move to Berneray and Lochmaddy.

We need a more central location for the new school.

It has been suggested that Sollas would be a much more realistic site for the school, as this is approximately 12 miles from everywhere on North Uist, except for Carranish, but these children could go to Balivanich school.

This is a very important issue for the long-term viability of our communities.

